St. Rose of Lima
Catholic Church
50 Short Hills Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078

The Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 22, 2020

Special Notice Regarding Mass Times

In This Issue

All Sunday and Daily Masses are suspended until further notice. However, the church is open
for prayer during daytime hours. For the weekend, the church will be open for prayer, and
the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed on the altar during the hours when Masses would
have been scheduled.
St. Rose of Lima Mass will be available for viewing options at home on Sunday at 7:30 AM,
9:00 AM, and 1:30 PM on these channels: Comcast 36, Verizon 33 and will also be available
on-demand on this website: https://httvonline.org/live/
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For the latest news and updates please visit our website: stroseshorthills.org.
Main Phone 973-379-3912

Academy 973-379-3973
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1 SAMUEL 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
EPHESIANS 5:8-14
JOHN 9:1-41

The life of our parish is guided by the parish mission which is to educate, form and transform persons into
disciples of Christ and to foster their active participation in the life, work and mission of the Church. All parishes
are called to be “schools of discipleship” assisting the People of God with the ongoing life long conversion required
to be followers of Jesus Christ. It is in our parishes, families and in the world that we are living witnesses to Christ’s
love and the faith we profess. Discipleship is our invitation to continue Christ’s saving mission here and now and
through generous stewardship change the world!
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MASS SCHEDULE: All Sunday and Daily Masses are suspended until further notice. However, the
church is open for prayer during daytime hours. Videotaped Mass at St. Rose will be available weekly on
local access television (Comcast 36, Verizon 33, and is also available on-demand on this website:
https://httvonline.org/live/)
Reconciliation: Please call 973-379-3912.
Baptism: Call Sr. Sandy DeMasi at 973-379-3912
Confirmation: Call Tracy Ricciardi at 973-379-3912
RCIA: Call Sr. Sandy DeMasi at 973-379-3912
Matrimony: Arrangements must be made with one of the parish priests at least one year in advance.
Call the Parish Office at 973-379-3912.
Sacrament of the Sick or Eucharist for Homebound: Call the Parish Office at 973-379-3912.
Parish Office Hours: Parish offices are closed until further notice; priests and staff will be checking
emails and phone calls periodically.
Please visit the St. Rose of Lima Parish Website for the latest News, Calendar Events and Bulletins.

Visit us at www.stroseshorthills.org

Special Letter from Fr. Harahan Regarding Mass and Events
March 19, 2020
Dear St. Rose Parishioner,
Happy St. Joseph’s Day!
In an effort to keep everyone up- to-date during this challenging time, information about the status of Masses and other
events/activities will be sent periodically by email, and will be posted on our Parish Website: www.stroseshorthills.org.
Please Note:
n

All Sunday and Daily Masses are suspended until further notice. However, the church is open for prayer during daytime hours.

n

Videotaped Mass at St. Rose will be available weekly on local access television (Comcast 36, Verizon 33, and is also available
on-demand on this website: https://httvonline.org/live/)

n

Mass will air Sundays at 7:30 am, 9:00 am and 1:30 pm. I will also make announcements at Mass to keep you up to date.

n

If you are having difficulty getting groceries or completing other important errands and need help, please do not hesitate
to call us at 973-379-3912 and we will put you in contact with organizations who are helping people in this situation.

n

Parish offices will be closed until further notice; however, our priests and staff will be checking emails and phone calls
periodically.

n

Resources for parishioners and families to help provide moments of prayer, reflection and faith-filled entertainment
during these challenging days are availalbe in the online version of this letter on our website at stroseshorthills.org.

You and all of our families remain in our thoughts and prayers, and we wish you God’s grace throughout the Lenten
and Easter seasons. Our social distance cannot take away our unity as Christ’s Body.
As we honor St. Joseph today we depend on him as patron and protector of the universal church. He also protects
our own families. St. Joseph faced turmoil and challenges to his life and faith during his engagement to Mary and
the early life of Jesus. Overseeing a stable family life was not easy. He is a good figure for us in these disruptive and
unsettling times.
Check in with those who are alone. Support those in need. Pray for joy and patience.
This prayer can help us honor St. Joseph.
Prayer to St. Joseph: St. Joseph, guardian of Jesus and chaste spouse of Mary, you passed your life in perfect
fulfillment of duty. You supported the Holy Family of Nazareth with the work of your hands. Kindly protect those
who trustingly turn to you. You know their aspirations, their hardships, their hopes; and they turn to you because
they know you will understand and protect them. You too have known trial, labor, and weariness. But, even amid
the worries of material life, your soul was filled with deep peace and sang out in true joy through intimacy with the
Son of God entrusted to you, and with Mary, His tender Mother, Amen. (Pope John XXIII)
With every good thought and prayer,
Fr. Harahan

Letter from our Pastor for the Fourth Sunday of Lent
These days are challenging and stressful. With schools, meeting places and Sunday Mass suspended, with stores full of empty
shelves, with uncertainty about the full impact of COVID-19, we are limited in so many ways, unable to maintain our routines
and patterns of life.
We are offering daily Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation as normally scheduled. Updates are put on our website
as information becomes available. At the time of preparing this week’s bulletin we will again have a weekend (March 21-22) of
suspending public Masses. The church is open during Sunday Mass times for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. Please call us if we can be of service during this time.
I want to thank all of our staff for assisting in so many ways. We know as others have said this is “uncharted territory.” I am
speaking with our staff each day to be sure we are up-to-the-minute in our procedures.
The gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Lent is about Jesus’ encounter with the blind man (John 9: 1-41). Jesus cures the
blind man and he is able to see. He sees not only with his eyes, but with his faith. The blind man wants to see and he wants to
believe. The Pharisees could see, but they were still blind.
Our desire is to see. At this moment we wish we could see and know more about the next few months. But our lives
are guided by what our hearts can see. Let us look with faith at the One who blesses and heals us. At all times let us see the
Savior and healer of our souls, who lifts us to Himself and opens our eyes to His promise. During these days let me pray to see.
Let us see with faith both the Lord who saves and the Lord who calls. He calls us now to work with common purpose, to assist
someone in need, to build up our families, to pray for hope. So much we don’t know and feel we cannot see. Jesus opens the eyes
of our hearts
This prayer challenges and encourages us:
May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors
remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
remember those that have no place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
remember those who have no home.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,
let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.
Amen.
Prayer for a Pandemic (Inner City Hospitality Network, Cincinnati)
With every good thought and prayer,

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
The traditional name for the Fourth
Sunday of Lent is Laetare Sunday. This
title comes from Laetare Jerusalem,
“Rejoice, Jerusalem,” the first words of
today’s entrance antiphon. As we have
reached the midpoint of Lent, we
anticipate the joy of Easter.

LENT 4 - TABLE PRAYER
God our Father,
your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful world.
Teach us, the people who bear the name of Christ,
to follow the example he gave us;
May our acts faith, hope and charity
help turn hatred to love and conflict to peace.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER - LENT 4
Father of peace,
we are joyful in your Word,
your Son Jesus Christ,
who reconciles us to you.
Let us hasten toward Easter
with the eagerness of faith and love.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Stewardship Reflection for
The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Weekend of March 21/22, 2020
Saint Paul gives us a wakeup call. As stewards of the light
of Christ, we are to reflect that light with the help of the
Holy Spirit. If Christ’s work has transformed and
illuminated our lives, there should be a change. The light
of Christ’s active presence should be at work in us. And as
the light shines within us, we take on the properties of that
light and we shine too. We are used by God to shine the
light of Christ in the lives of others. A challenging Lenten
reflection: Is the light of Christ shining in our hearts? Is the
light of Christ reflecting out from us to others?

Church Envelopes
With your church envelopes you will be receiving
envelopes addressed to St. Rose of Lima Church.
These are available for sending any offerings to the
parish. Thank you for your assistance.

REFLECTION - LENT 4, REJOICE?
Lent takes a decisive turn toward Easter this Sunday: rose
vestments may replace violet. The entrance antiphon and
opening prayer sound the keynote: "Rejoice, Jerusalem! Be
glad for her!" (antiphon); "Let us hasten toward Easter with
eagerness" (opening prayer). The readings also sound a
joyful theme. In the first reading, the election of David has
the prophet learning that the vision of God is not our vision,
and God chooses people not by sight but by what it is in their
hearts. In the gospel, the blind man's faith journey is
difficult: The man starts in a darkness that is absolute: blind
from birth, he has never seen the light. The end of the
journey is Jesus who is “the light of the world.” St. Paul
reminds us that we should live as children of light. Overall,
then, the liturgy is full of good news. Lent will soon be over;
Easter is on the way. God's
promises will be fulfilled, and God's mercy knows no end.
We cannot but rejoice in such a God; we cannot but give
thanks, for the one who "was dead has come back to life"
(communion antiphon). Such a message is certain to put
wind in our Lenten sails, encouraging us to redouble our
efforts at renewal.

Let us pray for those who most need our prayers:
Denes Ackroyd
Logan Alseika
Jack Anderson
Elizabeth Arjune
Barbara Vasselli Alefeld
Sue Bailey
Ariel Biviano
Amanda M. Brando
Annette Caraccia
Sophie Chhowalla
John Connolly
Alex Cullen
Francesca D’Andrea
Ronald DeBlis
Gloria DiBella
Athena Dileva

Dennis Nitka
Scott Eveland
Christine Faraone
Joan O’Brien
Ted Fujita
Beatriz Ospina
Blanche Harrison
Alfredo Parrelli
Christian Joseph Isola Mary Ross
Donovan Jimenez
Usha Sachdeva
John Kennedy Jr.
Brian Schuettler
Patt Kent
Peg Schultz
Soondol Francisca Kim
Kayla San Filippo
Kathleen Kunish
Josephine Valente
Debbie Kovach
Dina Vila
Charles F. Labus
Dana Willoughby
Roseanne Logan
Madge Wilson
G. Louis
Leroy Wilson
Mary McDonnell

For Our Recently Deceased
Joseph Reino

“Physical Education Teacher for a Day” Scores Fun!
Miss Alexa Swift (8th grade) took over the teaching duties for Mrs. Machen! As the “Wish Upon a Star” winner of
“Physical Education Teacher for the Day,” Miss Swift planned for a full day of classes. From having fun with her
own classmates on scooters, playing "Sharks and Minnows" with PreK 4, to joining her other classes in a chaotic
game of "Wolf Den,” it was a great time had by all, not to mention a relaxing "day off" for Mrs. Machen!

“Maker Space Class: Designers of the Future!”
The SRLA 6th grade “Maker Space” class created different structures using a pool noodle and toothpicks. The
assignment required the students to be divided into groups where they could design a functional structure with
various shapes that would work best for their structure. Each group did an amazing job creating a unique design!

