
 
 

St. Rose of Lima Church 
Lent 2017 — Don’t Miss it! 

February 22, 2017 

Dear Friends, 

In preparing to begin another Lent, I was haunted by 
a song from the show Jesus Christ Superstar. It is a 
song sung by Mary Magdalene and the apostle 
Peter: Could We Start Again Please?  

The question keeps resounding in my head and my 
heart: “Isn’t that what Lent is all about?” The 
question posed by each of us: “Could We Start 
Again, Please???” And God’s resounding answer: 
YES! 

None of us is perfect and despite outward 
appearances there is brokenness in all of our lives. 
Each Lent is an opportunity for growth as a human 
person as a follower of Jesus. It calls us to reflect in 
honesty and humility on our brokenness—but not 
only on the brokenness, but on the grace and mercy 
and forgiveness of God who wants no more than to 
grace what is broken in our lives. 

Unfortunately, Peter and Mary are not asking for a 
second chance for themselves but rather are looking 
for a way around the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. They want things to stay the same —
something so many of us want. We are comfortable 
with the “status quo.” Change is difficult.  

The song’s melody is haunting as Mary Magdalene 
asks Jesus to start his ministry all over again so it 
doesn’t apparently end on Calvary. But he does go 
to Calvary and so must we. We are called to die to 
the old, to the comfortable, to the sinful in our lives 
in order to rise to something new. This is what our 
ashes mean. They are not a badge of honor but an 
outward sign of our humble acknowledgement of 
our need for God’s grace.   They are a sign of our 
willingness to once again make room for that grace, 
and to allow it to transform us. I don’t need your 
grace and you don’t need mine. I think we 
sometimes think of grace as being the same for 
everyone so the whole thing is easier to deal with. 

We each need Lent as an opportune time to empty 
ourselves to make room in our lives for that specific 
grace God offers to each of us as beloved sons and 
daughters.   

When it comes to the three traditions of Lent I 
wonder if as we start again, we can step out of our 
comfort zones and approach them a little differently? 
Not just for the sake of “stepping out,” but rather to 
take an action to enable a deeper conversion. 

Prayer—spending more time listening in prayer, 
not necessarily talking all the time. Being quiet in 
waiting for the answer to the question: “What is 
God trying to tell me?” 

Fasting—not just from food or drink, but from the 
routines we all fall into that prevent us from living 
consciously. Fasting from the things that dull my 
awareness of God’s presence in my life at every 
moment, in every relationship, in every human 
encounter. 

Almsgiving—more than the “2 rolls of pennies in 
the mite box” but rather spending time looking for, 
finding, and acting in a concrete way to reach out to 
the poor and the marginalized 

A special invitation: to those who have stopped 
coming to Mass with any regularity, please take the 
opportunity of this Lent to come back and join us 
for Eucharist on the Sundays of Lent and join all of 
us in “starting again”. 

Let us strive to live a holy life as we journey 
throughout this Season of Lent.  As we do, may it 
lead us to be mindful of the reality around us, our 
identity and our mission.  I pray for a holy, 
prayerful and fruitful Lenten journey.  May we 
reach Easter with hearts and minds renewed in the 
Lord! 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 

Our parish will once again be participating in CRS Rice Bowl, Catholic Relief Services Lenten program, 
as a way to deepen our relationship with Christ and bring hope to our brothers and sisters in need, 
especially the most vulnerable in our world. We invite you to pray, fast, and give to CRS through your 
enclosed family rice bowl for Lent.  
 

During the Lenten season, you are asked to place this rice bowl on your family table to remind you of 
those who are hungry throughout the world. Each week, fill the rice bowl with change or bills from 
sacrifices you’ve made to help the poor ie. Skip one cup of gourmet coffee, have your child do a special 
chore, one night a week have a simple supper, or give up a special treat. Every dollar counts.  
 

There will be extra rice bowls available at Way Walkers, Lent Scripture Groups and at the doors of the 
Church. Students will receive rice bowls during Religious Education.  

 

Rice bowls are to be returned to church during Holy Week.  
On Holy Thursday, at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper rice bowl  

donations will be offered during the collection for the poor.  

When you give to CRS Rice Bowl… 
 

Lenten alms go to alleviate hunger and poverty in communities overseas and in the U.S.: 
seventy-five percent of gifts support CRS’ humanitarian programs around the world, including 
in the countries featured in the Lenten calendar. Some examples include: 

 

Agriculture projects help farmers improve harvests 

Water and sanitation projects bring clean water to communities 

Microfinance projects support small businesses 

Mother and child health projects offer health and nutrition 

services 

Education projects provide resources and training 
 

 In the first 40 years, more than $250 million has been given through 
CRS Rice Bowl to support programs that prevent hunger and poverty 
around the world. Of that, $62.5 million went to programs in the U.S. 
through local dioceses and $187.5 million went to CRS programs 
overseas. 

Scan to start your CRS Rice Bowl 
experience. Or visit  
CRSRicebowl.org 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 
7:30pm in the church 

ST. ROSE BOLD YOUTH MINISTRY IS PROUD TO PRESENT  
A SPECIAL PARISH LENTEN TRADITION: 

LIVING STATIONS  
OF THE CROSS 

A dramatic presentation of the Passion of our 
Lord  by our high school teens 

With contemporary music by the  
Family Music Group 

Questions?  Please contact: 
 Tracy Ricciardi 

Director of Adolescent Faith Formation  
at 973-376-1960 or @ tricciardi@stroseshorthills.org 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING AND RETURN TO YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE IN  
DEVINE CENTER  Or fax to 973-379-5356 

 
NAME: ______________________________________________________  Grade: __________________ 
 
Email:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____ Yes, I am interested in participating (please check all you are interested in/willing to do) 
 

Reader: ________  Cast: ________  Stage Crew: ________ 

 

CAST, READERS AND  STAGE CREW NEEDED  
IF INTERESTED PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN FORM 

 

SOME SUNDAY AFTERNOON  
REHEARSALS REQUIRED  



 

 

 

 
 
Why?__________________________________________________ 
 
2. If the Saturday evening vigil Mass (5:30PM) is changed, which of the 

following options do you prefer? (Please choose only one.) 
 
____ Option 1 (current): 5:30PM 

 

____ Option 2: 5:00 PM 

 

____ Option 3: 4:00 PM 

 
Why?__________________________________________________ 
 
Additional comments or suggestions (optional): 
 
 
 
Contact Information (optional): 
Family Name: _________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________ 
 

Survey can be completed online through the parish website: www.stroseshorthills.org or a 
hardcopy of survey may be returned by fax at 973-379-5356, in the offertory collection, 
dropped at the Devine Center or mailed to St. Rose of Lima Church, 50 Short Hills 
Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078 Thank you.  

St. Rose of Lima Mass Time Survey 
The parish is evaluating the time of our Saturday evening Mass. Please complete the survey to 
provide us with your feedback. You can complete the survey online by visiting the parish website at 
www.stroseshorthills.org or complete the hardcopy survey below and return to the parish.   
 

1. Which Mass at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church do 
you mostly attend? (Please choose one.) 

 
____ 5:30 PM (Saturday Vigil) 
 
 
____ 7:30 AM 
 
 

 
____ 9:00 AM 
 
 
____ 11:00 AM 
 
 
____ 12:30 PM  



 
 


