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PRELUDE TO CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES 
Led by St. Rose of Lima Cantor 

 
 

Night of Silence 
Words and Music by Daniel Kantor     

Arr.. by David Haas and Lori True 
Cold are the people, winter of life 
We tremble in shadows this cold, endless night 
Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping 
Flowers that will echo the sunrise 
Fire of hope is our only warmth 
Weary, its flame will be dying soon 
 
Voice in the distance, call in the night 
On wind you enfold us you speak of the light 
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly 
Rumours of a dawn so embracing 
Breathless love awaits darkened souls 
Soon will we know of the morning 
 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
'Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child 
Holy infant, so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Spirit among us, shine like the star 
Your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar 
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely 
Rising in the warmth of your Son's love 
Star unknowing of night and day 
Spirit we wait for your loving Son 
 
Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake, at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing ‘Alleluia' 
Christ the Saviour is born 
Christ the Saviour is born
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O Little Town of Bethlehem                    Phillips Brooks 
 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 
2 For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth. 

 
 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear Edmund H. Sears 
 
1. It came upon the midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old,  
From angels bending near the earth  
To touch their harps of gold:  
'Peace on the earth, good will to all  
From heaven's all gracious King';  
The world in solemn stillness lay,  
To hear the angels sing. 

 
2. Still through the cloven skies they come,  
With peaceful wings unfurled,  
And still their heav'nly music floats  
O'er all the weary world:  
Above its sad and lowly plains  
They bend on hov'ring wing,  
And ever o'er its Babel sounds  
The blessed angels sing. 

 
 
 
 

3 How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of His heav'n. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive Him still, 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel!

4. For, lo, the days are hastening on,  
By prophets seen of old,  
When with the evercircling years  
Shall come the time foretold,  
When peace shall over all the earth  
Its ancient splendors fling,  
And all the world give back the song  
Which now the angels sing.
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Silent Night                                          Words: Josef Mohr 

Music: Franz X. Gruber 
 

1. Silent night, holy night,  
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Lighting of Candles; to remain lighted until GLORIA.   

 
2. Silent night, holy night,  
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born,  
Christ the Savior is born! 

 
3. Silent night, holy night,  
Son of God, love's pure light  
Radiant beams from thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
4. Silent night, holy night,  
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing,  
Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born,  
Christ the Savior is born!  
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INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
        Entrance Hymn 

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    

ADESTE FIDELES 
arr. John F. Wade 



9

        Sign of the Cross 

 
        Greeting The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ  

who was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem 
The Lord be with you.  
Response: And with your Spirit 

 
        Christmas  Proclamation  
 

 
        Penitential Act  
 

 
        Gloria 
                 Daniel Laginya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
        Collect 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD                                                                               
         
 
        Old Testament            

Isaiah 9:1-6 
A Child is born to us, a son is given us. 

 
 

Isaiah 62:7-10 
All the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of God. 

 
 
 
 

        Responsorial Psalm            
 

PSALM 96 
 
             

 

 

 

 
 
 
        New Testament            

Titus 2:11-14 
The grace of God has appeared to all. 

 
Hebrews 1:1-6 

God has spoken to us through the Son.

Jamie Cortez
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        Gospel Acclamation 

 CHRISTMASTIME ALLELUIA 
             Jamie Cortez 

 
        Gospel Dialogue  
 
         The Lord be with you. 

Response: And with your Spirit   
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. 
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.       

        Gospel 
 

Luke  2:1-14 
Today a Savior has been born who is Christ the Lord.  

 
John 1:1-18 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
 

           
        Homily 
 
 

   Al    -     le     -       lu   -  ia,         Al    -     le     -       lu   -   ia,

   Al    -    le     -      lu   -   ia,   Al  -   le  -    lu    -    ia!
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        Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth,  

of all things visible and invisible.  
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  

born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  
 

For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  

(and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man.)  

 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  

in accordance with the Scriptures.   
 

He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

All Kneel
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        Universal Prayer  
         Response: Lord, dwell with us. 
 
 
        Christmas Collection.  For one time  
            on line giving. 

 
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST                                                                            
 
        Presentation of the Gifts 

 
AWAY IN A MANGER

TRADITIONAL FRENCH CAROL
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        Invitation to Pray  

Presider: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), 
that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father. 
 

Response: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 
HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
      Preface Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 
Response: And with your Spirit  

 
Lift up your hearts. 
Response: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Response: It is right and just. 

        Sanctus 

 
MASS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

             Kevin Keil 

 

 

 Ho - ly,  Ho  -ly,     Ho  -   ly       Lord  God  of    hosts.              Heav - en  and    

  earth           are  full,     of  your  glo    -   ry.   Ho- san  - na in    the  high - est.            

 Ho - san  - na    in    the   high -   est.    Blessed  is   he    who   comes   in   the  

name      of    the      Lord.              Ho  san  - na    in    the     high   -   est.     Ho-

 san  -   na  in       the  high -   est.      Ho - san  - na    in      the   high  -   est. 
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The Mystery of Faith 
 

MASS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

 

Amen 

 
COMMUNION RITE                                                                               
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sign of Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Response: And with your Spirit  

 

Kevin Keil

     When    we  eat      this      Bread                 and  drink         this     

  Cup,                         we.     pro-claim    your Death,    O  Lord,     un  -

 A      -  men.     A     -     men.       A.           -           men.

  til    you come   a  -   gain,            un -   til    you come   a  -gain,
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Breaking of the Bread 

 
MASS OF COMFORT AND JOY 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 
 

Response: Lord, I am not worthy  
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word  
and my soul shall be healed.

    have     mer  -  cy      on    us,          have    mer  -  cy      on    us.  

Kevin Keil

 Lamb   of God,  you take    a- way  the    sins       of    the    world,

 Lamb  of God,  you  take    a- way   the    sins        of     the world,

      grant         us           peace,              grant        us            peace.
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        Communion Procession 
 

THE FIRST NOWELL 

 

NOWELL
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GREENSLEEVES

        Communion Procession 
 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Communion Meditation 

O HOLY NIGHT
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        Recessional Song 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
        ANTIOCH
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Special Thanks to 

 

Mariana Terrezza, Cantor 

Emma Hetherington, Cantor 

Stephanie Eller, Cantor 

Caitlin Caulfield, Cantor 

Jessica Catalon, Cantor 

Michael Rivera, Cantor 

Joanna Young Shubart, Cantor 

Catherine Brunell Peterson, Cantor 

Elizabeth Dooley, Cantor & Coordinator of FMG 

 

 

Christine Snyder, Organist 

Elizabeth Mancinelli, , Organist 

Barry Spatz, Pianist 

Mario Correa, Trumpet 

 

The Saint Rose of Lima Lessons and Carols Choir 
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reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electron-
ic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
 
Music Copyrights Permissions: 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under one license A-711283..
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St. Rose of Lima Parish 

Christmas Schedule  
2025 - 2026  

                        Christmas Eve   

Wed, Dec 24, 2025 

Mass  4:00 PM |  6:00 PM |  10:00 PM (musical prelude) |  10:30 PM Mass    

Animals will be present following Mass at 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM  
 

The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day (Holyday of Obligation)  

Thur, Dec 25 

Mass  7:30 AM |  9:30 AM |  11:30 AM 

Animals will be present following Mass at 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM  
 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Sun, Dec 28, 2026 

Mass 5:30 PM (anticipated) | 7:30 AM |  9:30 AM |  11:30 AM 
 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (Holyday of Obligation)   

Thur, Jan 1, 2026 

Mass 5:30 PM (anticipated) | 9:00 AM 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Sun, Jan 4, 2026 

Mass 5:30 PM (anticipated) | 7:30 AM |  9:30 AM |  11:30 AM 

Animals are present following Mass 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM  
 

The Baptism of the Lord                                                        

Sun, Jan 11, 2026                                                                   

Mass 5:30 PM (anticipated) |  7:30 AM |  9:30 AM |  11:30 AM 

St. Rose of Lima Parish 

50 Short Hills Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078




